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RELATING TO HOUSING. 

 
The HHFDC supports the intent of H.B. 865, and concurs that community land trusts 
may be beneficial in helping to lower the cost of homeownership to first-time 
homebuyers.  We note, however, that HHFDC's existing general powers provide 
sufficient authority to create a community land trust. 
 
HHFDC staff is consulting with the Office of Housing and Community Development, 
County of Hawaii, which has previously established its own community land trust for its 
Waikoloa workforce housing project.  We understand, however, that the project is not 
being developed under a community land trust model.   
HHFDC hopes to benefit from the County of Hawaii's experiences, both positive and 
negative, with the community land trust model, before embarking on a similar 
undertaking.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
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Comments: Mahalo Legislators for your time and consideration. I support this bill. By providing more 
affordable housing, we could save the state money. I also believe that we should examine what 
affordable means in our State so that we can better serve the population. The Cost of Living in Hawaii 
is high and wages are average to low for many. We could do a study to analyze the income tiers 
compared to the percentage of population within each tier so that we can more accurately assess 
affordability. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 
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